


The Numbers that Matter



Euthanasia and SSHS



Are we no-kill?
SSHS doesn’t accept the traditional usage of “no-kill”.

A "no kill" shelter is one where no adoptable animal is euthanized and animals are 
not euthanized for time and space. No Kill shelters do euthanize for health and 
behavior reasons or actively turn away unadoptable animals. The way 
each organization defines or each individual views the terminology is not easy to 
follow. What we can tell you is that SSHS is in a very fortunate position that we 
never have to euthanize an animal for lack of space and no adoptable animal is 
ever given a time limit. Based on this and our very high placement rate, many 
would call us a no kill shelter.

We prefer to never be misleading. We have a responsibility to ensure that we do 
not place dangerous animals in the community and that no animal suffers from a 
medical condition that goes beyond our ability to provide treatment. 





Intake and Transfer In!
 In addition to strays and owner surrenders, we 

welcomed:

 118 pets from local animal controls

 388 from other local shelters

 281 from Rescue Waggin’ and subsequently our own 
PetSmart transport vehicle

 56 from the police

 37 from local veterinarians

Out of 3,729 pets who came in, 7% were from the south.



2016 Changes
 Rescue Waggin ended and an $87,000 grant from 

PetSmart allowed us to purchase our own transport 
vehicle.

 New cages in Dog Isolation

 Launched the Barn Cat Program

 Joined the ASPCA Adoption Ambassador Program

 Began our Kennel Enrichment Program

 Expanded our Pet Retention Program



Key community programs and services



Volunteerism
 Volunteers performed 15,666 hours of recorded service 

in 2016

 Working on increased utilization of volunteers through 
our dog enrichment program, adoptions, and events.



South Suburban Low Cost 
Veterinary Services Clinic

Prevented approximately 258 pets 
from entering the shelter in 2016.

Expanded its services to 
incorporate a wider variety of 
people in need!



Spay/Neuter Clinic

 S/N Clinic performed 4,613 surgeries in 2016!

 Funding for free/reduced cost surgeries has had a 
major impact and area rescue groups and shelters 
continue to utilize the clinic on an increasing basis.

 Huge new grant opportunity for the 60411 zip code from 
PetSmart Charities!

 Expanded partnership with Triple R Pets



 Free Food for Needy Pets and People

 Proof of low income is required to receive 
free food

 475 families helped this year at regular 
food banks but throughout the year staff 
gave out food to people in need.

 SSHS consistently runs out of donated 
food each month because demand is so 
high.



 An important evaluative tool of a nonprofit is the 
administration and fundraising percentage of the 
expenses.  A good rating is lower than 20%.

 SSHS rating is 8%

 This means that for every $1 donated to the 
organization 92 cents is spent on programs and 
services.



Outside Praise
 The Better Business Bureau reaffirmed SSHS coveted 

accredited charity status.  We meet or exceed all 20 of 
the rigorous standards set forth by the Better Business 
Bureau.  

 Only PAWS Chicago is also on this list.

 SSHS also achieved the highest rating on Guidestar
with a Gold Star and only one other Chicago shelter 
has achieved this.



Goals/Projects for 2017
Increase fostering

 24 Hour Kitten Nursery 

 Conduct microchipping events in key communities to 
increase chance of return to owner

 Continue to work with owners to keep their pets towards 
achievement of 4,000 positive outcomes in 2017

 Implement a behavior program

 Punch Out Parvo

 Pets on Parade and more outreach

 Building momentum towards a new building



Thank you for your 
support in 2016 and 
we look forward to 
making 2017 a 
wonderful year for 
people and their 
pets!


